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Technology in Calgary, Alberta.

Economics Association, I accept the ‘Chain of Office’

with a sense of dedication and challenge. I view the
next two years as a time for reflection of past achievements
and the projection of our field of expertise to fit the needs of
the future, thus providing direction for the association in the
next decade. This new direction, I feel, will form the basis for
a greater unification for home economics in Canada.

q s the new president of the Canadian Home

Reflection

The research of CHEA history has been completed and
the writing is well underway. A large number of our
members are working to ({Jrepare the CHEA 50th
anniversary publication for distribution at our Golden
Anniversary Celebration in Winnipeg in July 1989. This is a
valuable exercise for CHEA, for it is wise to delineate and
assess the accomplishments of the past in order to build
upon them as we plan for the future.

Projection

The CHEA Conference ‘88 held in Guelph was
challenging. The theme “Towards 2000” brought us to the
threshold in thinking of the future. The literature abounds
with forecasts for the future. What will be the concerns and
needs of the society in the year 2000 that can best be
addressed by the profession of home economics? How can
the individual home economist and the association prepare
for the changes that lie ahead? I call upon the home
economics futurists to step forward and to address their
efforts to topics such as: what will be the model of the home
eonomics professional; of what will the family unit consist;
what will be the purpose and role of a professional
organization in the year 2000?

Direction

A review of the past and a projection of our knowledge of
the future makes it clear that a new direction for CHEA is
imperative. Scientific and technological advances have
made marked changes in the training and to the ‘world of
work’ of a home economist. The effect of these changes can
be seen in the new curricula at the high school level; name
changes and closures at the university level; significant
reduction in CHEA membership. It is essential that an
active, viable association be shaped to address the future.

Technological advances in the area of communications
over the past two decades brought the rest of the world into
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About Our New President

Barbara Cousens obtained a BHE from the University of British Columbia, a Dietetic Internship from the Vancouver
General Hospital, and a professional teaching certificate from British Columbia and Alberta. She received her MA from the
University of Calgary in the area of Adult Education, with research focused on Functional Illiteracy — The Alberta
Government’s Response 1973-1986.

Barbara is past president of both the Calgary branch and the Alberta Home Economics Associations. She was co-chair of
the CHEA Conference '78 and served on the CHEA Board as Regional Director for Alberta from 1987 to 1980. Barbara was
awarded the honor as “Fellow of the Alberta Home Economics Association” in 1984.

Currently, Barbara is employed as a Technical Communications Instructor at The Southern Alberta Institute of

President’s Message

our living rooms. CHEA responded by becoming actively
involved in international development and changing our
mission to encompass “quality of life for individuals and
families in Canada and the developing world.” CHEA holds
a respected position on the international scene, with our
successful twinning projects and our partnership with
CIDA. As well, Doris Badir, (past president of CHEA) is now
the president of IFHE. In the future, a greater emphasis will
be placed upon the identification and implementation of
strategies with other governmental organizations so that we
are able to utilize the CIDA-CHEA partnership model to
better serve the needs of Canadian individuals and families.

New directions for the home economics associations in
Canada must involve the federation of all home economists
under one association with membership at all levels (local,
provincial, national). The implementation process will
necessitate changes at all levels of the organization and will
involve a concerted effort on the part of all members. A
referendum on federation will take place in the Spring of
1989.1 challenge every home economist to become involved
in the process at the local level.

Unification

Changes in the training and field of practice have resulted
in a high degree of specialization and subsequent
diversification of the professionals and their perceived
needs. Closer linkages and unification are necessary among
all who share a common goal, be they practitioners,
researchers, teachers, academic staff, or student. We must
strive to serve the needs of all home economists who work
within the traditional role as well as those who chose to use
home economics as a base for other fields of endeavor. This
unification and linking process will intensify the need for
increased dialogue between groups and among all of the
home economists in Canadal

Interaction at the local level, utilization of the National
Board for a true use of the democratic process by increased
member input, and the use of the CHE Journal and Rapport
as vehicles for dialogue, will be imperative as the CHEA
reflects, projects, directs, and unifies for the decade ahead
and the year 2000.

As your new president, I challenge you to take part in the

reshaping of your association and setting the direction for
the future. I await your response and your input!
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